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WHAT THE CRITICS ARE SAYING …

"After a decade or two waiting in the doldrums, Australian folk music has finally been given the revitalisation and rejuvenation it needed to allow it to return to festival headline status ... Kamerunga takes traditional Aussie songs as a starting point, adding elements of rock, classical, jazz, reggae and even rap to the mix to make a well-crafted, accessible and respectful synthesis. It's a lively journey," - ABC Radio National program The Daily Planet 

"Clever and tasteful concoctions devoid of overkill and kitchen sink tendencies. Ethnic elements breathe peacefully within the cosmopolitan jungle. Recommended." fRoots magazine, UK

"This multi-instrumental, multi-talented Cairns ensemble takes a big stick of funk, jazz and reggae to rouse traditional Celtic and Australian tunes from their safe slumber. Kamerunga's musical dexterity allows it to shift the material from whisky-soaked shanty swagger to reggae-infused bush ballad to lounge-lizard jazz, sometimes within the same song" - Brian Bolton, Weekend Australian

"This is the type of project to take Australian sounds to international world music stages — I'm sure that was pretty much the idea behind it, and it's bound to succeed. You can imagine both the narrative content and musical energy of these songs striking an immediate and lasting chord with such audiences." - Martin Jones, Editor Rhythms magazine

"If you are looking for an album of unusual and very original music that really tries to reach beyond the predictable, rather drab Australian folk tradition, then this is a genuine surprise. It basically demonstrates that folk tunes, in the right hands, can be bent in any direction.”  – Bruce Elder, Sydney Morning Herald
“What sets Kamerunga apart is the band’s musicianship.” – Seth Jordan, Limelight magazine

“Great stuff, love the brass work, amazing playing.” – Simon Emmerson (Afro Celt Sound System)

“I think Kamerunga is one of the best bands currently in Australia, totally different interpretation of Australian bush music; multi instruments in a sort of jazz, reggae rock style.”  - Bob Eilliston (Brisbane Folk Rag)
KAMERUNGA - biography
• ARIA-nominated, nationally-acclaimed Cairns band that has redefined and reinvigorated Australian folk music since its inception in 2008 with a funky, multi-hued interpretation of colonial standards. Celtic tunes, jazz, reggae, rock and world music elements sit side by side in its serpentine music, taking audiences on an exhilarating journey. Kamerunga melds mandolin, fiddle and guitar wizardry with sizzling saxophone, keyboards and a dynamic rhythm section.

• The sextet has become a firm favourite on the national festival circuit, appearing at Woodford, Port Fairy, The Dreaming, Byron Bay Bluesfest, The National, Bellingen Global Carnival, Wintermoon, the Australasian World Music Expo and other major events. In July, 2011 it represented Australia at one of the biggest festivals in south east Asia, Borneo’s Rainforest World Music Festival, alongside bands from 21 different nations.

• Kamerunga’s debut album ‘The Push’, part-funded by Arts Queensland, and released nationally, via Sydney’s Planet company and internationally (via Planet and iTunes) was nominated for a 2009 ARIA Award (Best World Music Album) and an ABC/Limelight award. The band will be releasing a new album, ‘Back and Beyond’ in 2012, featuring a contribution from Harry Angus of the Cat Empire, Jeff Lang, Dobe Newton and Joseph Tawadros.

• Kamerunga is the brainchild of long-time collaborators journalist/musician Tony Hillier and stringed instrument whiz Peter Ella, who have long wanted to do something different and interesting with Australian folk music, which has largely stood still since the Bushwackers applied rock to bush in the 1970’s. Inspired by bands such as Bellowhead and the Afro Celt Sound System (UK), La Bottine Souriante (French Canada), Kila (Ireland) and Shooglenifty (Scotland), Kamerunga has dragged Aussie folk kicking and screaming into the 21st century in an attempt to lend our heritage some much-needed contemporary appeal and spark renewed interest in traditional folk music in Australia and overseas.

• Tony Hillier (rhythm guitarist/singer) and Peter Ella (mandolin whiz, guitarist, fiddler) have been members of well known traditional Australiana band Snake Gully for the past 15 years. Another Kamerunga member, David Martin (mandolin, fiddle, didgeridoo, vocals), also enjoyed stints in Snake Gully in the ‘90s. Snake Gully has flown the flag overseas in recent years, performing at prestigious festivals in China, Denmark, Finland and Estonia since 2001. 

• Drummer Nigel Pegrum was drummer in UK folk-rock pioneers for 17 years. He also played with Uriah Heep, the Small Faces and the Barron Knights. Andree Baudet (saxophonist, keyboardist and singer) also plays in the bands Juice and Techtonic. Bass guitarist Will Kepa, of Torres Strait Islander descent, is one of the Cairns’ most in-demand players and session musicians. 

FURTHER INFORMATION AT: http://www.myspace.com/kamerunga
http://www.reverbnation.com:80/kamerunga

CONTACT: Tony Hillier (07) 40534578  tonyhillier@conxx.com 

