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A Musical Odyssey are talented musicians that hail 
from opposite ends of the east coast of Australia - 
from Cairns and Sydney. They are passionate about 
sharing music that contributes to the multicultural 
landscape of Australia. “We combine two beautiful 
pure elements of voice and guitar to reimagine the 
music of Greece and the world. We then bring in 
traditional instruments such as the bouzouki to 
bring authenticity, nostalgia and colour.” Katerini 
says “Having been born in Australia of Greek 
parents allows me to explore the music of Greece 
from a new perspective and arrange music with 
reflections on my Australian-Greek heritage. 

Our arrangements were such a success in Greece 
our audiences applauded how true we were to the 
music and lyrics but also how we had challenged 
them to see the music in a different way.”

Katerini and Paul recently returned from their tour 
of the Ionian Islands where they were received by 
the people of Ithaki and Kefalonia with much love 
and praise. Here they launched their first CD  
‘A Musical Odyssey: Songs from Greece’. Previously 
they have performed in Brisbane and Cairns and 
after their Australian tour have hopes to again  
tour internationally.

Katerini’s singing is so pure and 
soulful, It has a haunting, exotic 
quality. Paul’s playing is sensitive 
and complementary.

Whowe are
AUSTRALIAN-GREEK MEZZO-
SOPRANO KATERINI MANOLATOS, 
GUITARIST PAUL CHANTRILL AND 
BOUZOUKI PLAYER COSTA VASILI 
BRING THE MUSIC OF GREECE AND 
THE WORLD ALIVE. 

LET THEM TAKE YOU ON A JOURNEY.

- JOY POWER-CLEARY
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Thank you so much for a beautiful 
night - Katerini and her musicians were 
just so soul catching.
- DESLEY

- ARETI KENNEDY

They present music by world-renowned Greek 
composers Mikis Theodorakis and Manos 
Hadjidakis. Both Theodorakis and Hadjidakis  
were prime movers in the Art song movement in 
Greece from the late 50’s, using elements of Greek 
folk music and drawing on words of famous Greek 
and international poets. 

Theordorakis is famous for Zorba the Greek, 
the soundtrack to the Al Pacino movie Serpico, 
orchestral works and art songs such as “Arnisi(Sto 
perigali)” that have become an anthem to the 
Greek people. Hadjidakis is known for such pieces 
as “Paper Moon”, “Never on a Sunday”, music 
for the Hollywood film America America, and 
for his writings for Nana Mouskouri. This music 
is synonymous with Greek culture and life and 
is important as it connects people with places 
and culture. A Musical Odyssey also delves into 
other Greek composers as well as writing their 
own music that reflects their own experiences of 
Greece and it’s culture. 

A Musical Odyssey prides itself on preserving 
Greek culture and Music. They are busy identifying, 
researching and arranging Greek music not only 
for performance but to document for further 
generations. Our audiences are from a wide demographic from 

Australian-Greeks who are interested in hearing 
music that reminds them of Greece and their 
own experience as well as the greater Australian 
community who are interested in world music. 
Our audiences are well travelled, open minded and 
eager to learn about and enjoy culture and music. 

The concert was fantastic.  I don’t listen to 
much Greek music and it was wonderful to 
have a whole evening of it. I was surprised 
to realise how many songs I knew and could 
(partly) sing along with. All the musicians 
were great- haven’t heard such good live 
bouzouki in ages.
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Performer 
BIOS

MEZZO-SOPRANO KATERINI MANOLATOS WAS 
BORN AND RAISED IN BRISBANE WHERE SHE 
STUDIED CLASSICAL VOICE AT THE PRESTIGIOUS 
QUEENSLAND CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC 
AND LATER HER MASTERS DEGREE IN MUSIC 
THERAPY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
AND HER ASSOCIATE IN MUSIC VOICE FROM THE 
AUSTRALIAN MUSIC EXAMINATIONS BOARD.

Katerini’s love of Greek music comes from her 
strong connections to her Greek roots from 
both her mother’s Kythiran side and her father’s 
Ithacan side. As a young girl she was fortunate to 
travel to Greece where she was immersed in the 
musical culture through listening to her father 
sing serenades in the square with his childhood 
friends. Her family’s unswerving encouragement 
and support meant that she was able to follow 
her passion to become a professional vocalist, 
teacher and Music therapist. Katerini continues 
to give back to the Greek Community in Brisbane 
and now Cairns by singing at Charity functions 
and fundraisers. Her earliest and first singing 
performance was singing the Greek Anthem in King 
George Square to 25,000 people. 

Katerini is still passionately involved with 
performing Greek music, mixing her classical voice 
training with the loved music of Greece.  As well 
as her A Musical Odyssey performances she has 
travelled to Greece on several occasions to perform 
and in Australia has performed in the Antipodes 
festival in Melbourne, the Brisbane Panayiri, Cairns 
Greek Festival, Gold Coast Greek Festival and for 
The Music Alive Series for the Queensland Greek 
Orchestra. 

Katerini Manolatos 
Vocalist

She is an active member of the Cairns Music Scene 
through Paradise Concerts, Palm Cove Reef Feast, the 
Yungaburra Folk Festival, and charity performances for 
CWA, Harald’s House and Zonta Club, with the Choral 
Society for Miss Saigon (Ellen) and the little theatre 
company for Masterclass (Sophie). 

Most recently Katerini and Adam welcomed a little boy 
into their lives and she has been enjoying bringing music 
into his life. 

It’s Katerini’s singing that has connected 
her again to her Greek heritage. Katerini 
was always surrounded by Greek music 
through her family and involvement with 
the community itself, through endless 
visits to the Hellenic republic. 
To say she was immersed in Greek culture 
and the arts is an understatement. Now 
she is taking all her knowledge and love for 
a genre and for her heritage and sharing it 
with the masses through her production  
A Musical Odyssey.

- NEOS KOSMOS
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PAUL CHANTRILL GREW UP PLAYING MUSIC 
AND IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN CENTRAL TO HIS 
LIFE. IN ADULTHOOD HE HAS EMBRACED THE 
OPPORTUNITIES OF WORKING AND LIVING 
ABROAD AND ENCOUNTERING DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE AND CULTURES

Guitarist and Songwriter Paul Chantrill started 
playing guitar at 9 years old and by 15 was teaching 
the instrument. He studied with the principal 
lecturer at the Queensland Conservatorium of 
music and went onto to play in a classical guitar 
duet for 13 years. He also sang with choral groups 
and Australia and New Zealand but my first love 
is composition and exploring world music. “Music 
has always been my way of experiencing and 
seeing the diverse world around us.” 

After meeting Katerini, Paul says he began a  
new chapter in his own personal musical journey 
that tapped into the rich vein of Greek music  
and culture. 

“Paul’s versatility as a musician is a perfect fit for 
A Musical Odyssey”. Working with music that is 
mostly an aural tradition rather than in written 
form has allowed the duo to interpret the music in 
their own way and Paul has been able to draw from 
his experience to arrange music in a fresh way”.

While not playing guitar Paul works for the Wet 
tropics Management Authority and has previously 
worked for UNICEF and Save the World UK. 
He also incorporates his love of nature into his 
compositions.

COSTA WAS BORN IN CYPRUS AND MIGRATED TO 
AUSTRALIA WITH HIS PARENTS AS A YOUNG BOY 
IN 1964. AT THE AGE OF 14 HE WANTED TO LEARN 
GUITAR BUT HIS PARENTS PREFERRED THAT HE 
CONCENTRATED ON HIS STUDIES INSTEAD.

At the age of 16 he bought his first guitar and taught 
himself and a year later joined his first band playing 
rock ‘n’ roll and blues. During his final year in high 
school Costa taught himself to play the piano by 
practicing on the school’s pianos at lunchtime every 
day whenever a piano was available.

He played electric lead guitar in blues and rock bands 
for the next four years. This provided him with a good 
foundation for technique development and stage 
experience. At the age of 21, Costa took interest in 
Greek music particularly in the bouzouki. He then 
bought his first bouzouki and taught himself, formed 
a Greek band by the name of Freedom and led it for 
the following 16 years playing at a variety of Greek and 
non Greek functions. 

Costa has taught guitar and bouzouki for over  
30 years and has published the bouzouki method 
tuition books of Complete Course in Bouzouki. He has 
played diverse musical styles including Blues, Rock 
and Roll, Latin, Jazz, and various Greek styles with 
guitar and bouzouki. 

Paul Chantrill 
Guitarist

Costa Vasili 
Bouzouki

Paul’s versatility as a musician is a 
perfect fit for A Musical Odyssey. 

- SPIRO ARSENIS - COMPOSER

A tribute to 90 years of Miki Theodorakis with the 
wonderful voice of Katerini Manolatos together with 
guitartist Paul Chantrill. A beautiful night in the theatre of 
Bastouni, in the presence of many music lovers of Miki 
Theodorakis they celebrated his 90 years. In the second 
part of the concert, the audience heard beautiful music 
from Kefalonian composers, a night to remember.
- KEFALONIAS.GR



Thank you so much for your time and we look 
forward to talking with you soon

Katerini Manolatos
BMus / AMusA / MMusThy
Registered Music Therapist
Vocal Teacher / Performer

P  0402 200 745 
E  music@humbird.com.au
W  katerinimanolatos.com
FB   facebook.com/AMusicalOdyssey


